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4    Foundation of Culture
Japan is the one nation today that is credited with the longest
uninterrupted history known, ruled since time immemorial by only
one line of emperors Among the fundamental traits of its people is
unswerving loyalty to their ancestors and rulers to the extent of deify
ing them, and to their traditions accumulated through the experience
of the ages Other significant traits are simplicity, courtesy, love of
nature, a high sense of honour and patriotism, studiousness and in
dustry, self discipline and intense nationalism A sense of oneness
with Emperor and Country and faith in the eternal nature of the
Imperial rule are still other fundamental characteristics These out-
standing traits spring from age old traditions as well as from the
Japanese Constitution itself Tradition has it that the Sun Goddess,
divine ancestress of the rulers of Japan, had decreed that Japan is
the region of which my descendants shall be sage kings, while the
Constitution, in its Amde I, says, The Empire of Japan shall be
reigned over and governed by a line of Emperors unbroken for ages
eternal
Loyalty to the past and its traditions has not prevented the Japa
nese from absorbing much of the civilization and culture of the West
On the contrary, it has enabled them to weigh it in the balance of
the experience of their ancestors, a sort of consultation with their
spirits As a matter of fact they do not only sort of * do it, but the
Emperor and the highest officials as well as the lowliest labourers go
to the tombs of their ancestors, which are generally converted into
shrines, and perform acts of reporting their thoughts and their
plans to the spirits of their dead and pray for inspiration and guidance
in the solution of the gravest problems that beset them Thus they
go through the careful and serious procedure of determining as far
as possible what the consequences would be of whatever actions
they intend to take or of whatever new thoughts and tendencies they
wish to follow or adopt